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eighty years; that his experience may be more fortunate than
the fate that he attributes to me, and that at that advanced
period of his life his ability to interpret the Constitution of his
country will not be less than it now is.

The speech of Mr. Moody, as it appears in the Transcript
of August 30, closes with this sentence: " He at least might
spare the epithets to the party that has showered upon him
every honor within its gift, except the presidency." If I have
applied any disparaging epithet to the Republican Party, my
error is due to my ignorance of the meaning of the word.
The quotations which Mr. Moody has made from my speech
at the Cooper Institute contain a declaration in two forms of
expression, which may have led Mr. Moody to charge me
with the use of epithets. I find nothing else on which his
allegation can be founded. I reproduce the quotations:

" President McKinley and his imperialistic supporters
through two steps in an argument have deduced an erroneous
conclusion from admitted truths.

" (i) Our government in common with other sovereign-
ties has a right to acquire territory.

" (2) That right carries with it the right to govern terri-
tory so acquired.

" From these propositions they deduce the false conclusion
that Congress may indulge a full and free discretion in the
government of the territories so acquired. Herein is the
error, and herein is the usurpation/'

Again, "We have the right to acquire territory and we
have the right to govern all territory acquired, but we must
govern it under the Constitution, and in the exercise of those
powers, and those only, which have been conferred upon Con-
gress by the Constitution. Any attempt further is a criminal
usurpation."

In the first quotation I make the charge that President Mc-
Kinley, in his attempt to govern the Philippine Islands as